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we generally term punishment. Our Lord's authority
has been claimed for the rejection, for, it is alleged,
He gave positive teaching, such as " Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy
mind, with all thy soul, and with all thy strength ;
and thy neighbour as thyself." But such a claim
completely omits the fact that He frequently gave
negative warnings also, such as " Swear not at all " ;
" Believe it not " ; " Be not as the hypocrites " ;
" Cast not your pearls before swine " ; " Be not
anxious"; "Judge not that ye be not judged";
" Give not that which is holy unto the dogs," and
so forth. It is true that He gave infinitely more
positive teaching, for His whole message is a lesson
that new, pure, holy and true affections, under the
hallowing influence of the Holy Spirit, are the greatest
powers in the life of man for the expulsion of evil and
for the following of that which is good ; but it would
have been indeed strange had He not also in His
message used the warning of prohibition ; for what
is allowed and what is disallowed is of the very nature
of our being. At whatever age a child puts his
finger into the fire the law is learnt, Thou shalt not
touch fire ; and so in a thousand and one concerns
of early and later life. So also in matters affecting
the spiritual life. Prohibitions are plainly before
us older people when we are in danger of taking a
wrong course of thought or action, and many of us
bless the flashing signal which pulls us up with a " No,"
leading us to cast out as evil the unworthy thought
into which we were unguardedly straying and helping
us to direct our minds to worthier themes. It is no
less than our bounden duty to give such warnings